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1
SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR PROVIDING
AN IMPROVED BICYCLE STAND

PRIORITY CLAIM

This application claims the benefit of U.S. provisional
patent application Ser. No. 60/884,888 filed Jan. 14, 2007.
The foregoing application is incorporated by reference in its
entirety as if fully set forth herein.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates generally to mechanics and more
specifically to an improved portable bicycle stand.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Bicycle stands are well known in the art and can generally
be divided into two broad categories including stands that
place a support leg on both sides of a bicycle to hold the
bicycle in a near vertical position when parked on flat ground
and stands that place a support leg on one side of a bicycle
upon which the bicycle leans.

Examples of prior art bicycle stands that are permanently
mounted to a bicycle are evident in both categories. Most
mimic a traditional kickstand with a pivoting leg that is dis-
posed vertically for use and horizontally when not needed.
Dickmann (U.S. Pat. No. 4,556,230); Hsu (U.S. Pat. No.
5,293,786); Henderson (U.S. Pat. No. 1,584,096); Pawset
(U.S. Pat. No. 2,202,426); Weissenberger (U.S. Pat. No.
D317,143); Miller (U.S. Pat. No. 2,268,051 ); and Smart (U.S.
Pat. No. 495,914) are examples. The bicycle stands provided
in these references suffer from a number of problems, includ-
ing but not limited to, added weight; a danger of the stand
contacting the ground while operating the bicycle; a lack of
style that appeals to modern cyclists; and permanence.
Accordingly, despite being useful and often desired, most
serious bicyclists do not have kickstands on their bicycles and
instead lean bicycles against walls or against the ground.

Examples of prior art bicycle stands that are removably
coupled to a bicycle are also evident in both categories. Ref-
erences that provide removable support legs for both sides of
a bicycle include Townsend (U.S. Pat. No. 3,712,637);
Marchello (U.S. Pat. No. 3,980,320); Fierstein (U.S. Pat. No.
6,976,593); and Lee (U.S. Pat. No. 653,681). However, the
bicycle stands provided in these references suffer from a
number of deficiencies, including but not limited to being
overly complicated, difficult to use, large and non-portable,
and limited to use on level ground. References that provide a
removable support leg for one side of a bicycle include Fales
(U.S. Pat. No. 4,971,346); Cook (U.S. Pat. No. 1,227,390);
Copple (U.S. Pat. No. 4,591,180); Egloft (U.S. Pat. No.
6,168,180); Shipman (U.S. Pat. No. 3,910,603); Greenfield
(U.S. Pat. No. 5,346,238); and Greenfield (U.S. Pat. No.
D350,089). However, the bicycle stands provided in these
references suffer from a number of deficiencies, including but
not limited to supporting a bicycle below its center of gravity,
being constructed from heavy and dense materials, being too
long for convenient portability, being limited to a fixed angle
of support, requiring a mounting structure to be pre-attached
to a bicycle, limiting support to one side of a bicycle, requir-
ing stooping or kneeling to operate, and requiring contact
with the dirtiest parts of a bicycle.

Accordingly, while desirable results have been achieved,
there is room for improvement. What is needed, therefore, is
an improved portable bicycle stand.
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2
SUMMARY

This invention relates generally to mechanics and more
specifically to an improved portable bicycle stand. In one
embodiment, the invention includes a stand for supporting a
bicycle in an upright position while not in use, the stand
including a plurality of interlocking segments, the plurality of
interlocking segments each having an internal channel, the
plurality of interlocking segments configurable to being
removably coupled to one another at opposing ends to pro-
vide an elongated member; a stand head, the stand head
configurable to being removably coupled to a first end of the
elongated member, the stand head having a concave shape for
receiving a bicycle frame; a stand foot, the stand foot config-
urable to being removably coupled to a second end of the
elongated member, the second end being opposite the first
end, the stand foot having a post for receiving a ground
surface; and an elastic cord, the elastic cord being coupled to
the stand head and the stand foot and running through the
internal channel of the plurality of interlocking segments, the
elastic cord being configurable to provide resistance to hold
the elongated member, the stand head, and the stand footin a
rigid position, wherein the elongated member is configurable
to provide support between the bicycle frame and the ground
surface. In a further embodiment, the stand also includes a
circular band, the circular band being constructed from elastic
material, the circular band being configurable to elastically
depress a brake lever, wherein the circular band can be
applied to the brake lever to prevent movement of the bicycle
frame while the elongated member is providing support
between the bicycle frame and the ground surface. In yet a
further embodiment, the stand head receives the bicycle
frame at a point above its center of gravity.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Embodiments of the present invention are described in
detail below with reference to the following drawings:

FIG. 1 is a side view of a collapsed stand having a stand
head and stand foot, in accordance with an embodiment ofthe
invention;

FIG. 2 is a side view of a collapsed stand having a stand
head and stand foot, in accordance with an embodiment ofthe
invention;

FIGS. 3a-3c are a front view, side view, and top view of a
stand head, respectively, in accordance with an embodiment
of the invention;

FIG. 4 is an exploded front view a stand head, in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 5 are front views of various sized stand cradles for use
in a stand head, in accordance with an embodiment of the
invention;

FIGS. 6a to 6c¢ are front views of padded stand cradles for
use in a stand head, in accordance with an embodiment of the
invention;

FIGS. 7a to 7¢ are front views of various shaped stand
heads, in accordance with an embodiment of the invention;

FIGS. 8a and 8b are front views of single molded stand
heads, in accordance with an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 9 is a front view of a stand head with padding, in
accordance with an embodiment of the invention;

FIGS. 10-12 are side views of various collapsed stands, in
accordance with an embodiment of the invention;

FIGS. 13a-13¢ are an exploded side view, a side view, and
a front view of a stand foot, respectively, in accordance with
an embodiment of the invention;
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FIGS. 14a-14c¢ are an exploded side view, a side view, and
of a front view of a stand foot, in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the invention;

FIGS. 15a and 155 are a side views of a various stand feet,
in accordance with an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 16 is a side view of a stand foot with a shoulder, in
accordance with an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 17 is a side view of a stand foot, in accordance with an
embodiment of the invention;

FIGS. 18 and 19 are side views of an extended stand, in
accordance with an embodiment of the invention;

FIGS. 20-21 are side and top views of a parking brake band
for securing a bicycle brake, in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the invention; and

FIG. 22 is a perspective view of a stand supporting a
bicycle, in accordance with an embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

This invention relates generally to mechanics and more
specifically to an improved portable bicycle stand. Specific
details of certain embodiments of the invention are set forth in
the following description and in FIGS. 1-22 to provide a
thorough understanding of such embodiments. The present
invention may have additional embodiments, may be prac-
ticed without one or more of the details described for any
particular described embodiment, or may have any detail for
one embodiment practiced with any other detail for another
embodiment.

FIGS. 1 and 2 are side views of a collapsed stand having a
stand head and stand foot, in accordance with an embodiment
of the invention. In one embodiment, the stand includes the
stand head 102, interlocking tubular segments 104 and 106, a
stand foot 110, and an elastic cord 108. The elastic cord 108
runs through the interlocking tubular segments 104 and 106
and is coupled to the stand head 102 and the stand foot 110 on
opposing ends. The stand head 102 is sized so as to slide into
an internal channel of the adjacent interlocking tubular seg-
ment 104. The interlocking tubular segments 104 include a
tubular section 202 and an internal sleeve 204. The internal
sleeve 204 has a diameter that allows it to slide within the
tubular section 202 of the adjacent interlocking tubular seg-
ment 104 or 106. The interlocking tubular segment 106 does
not include an internal sleeve as the stand foot 110 is sized so
as to slide into its internal channel. The interlocking tubular
segments 104 are configurable to interlock to form an elon-
gated rigid member (FIGS. 18 and 19) having the stand head
102 disposed on one end and the stand foot 110 disposed on
an opposite end. The interlocking tubular segments 104 and
106 have a diameter between 0.025" and 0.433" and are
fashioned from tent pole sections, such as those available
from EASTON TECHNICAL PRODUCTS; although other
diameters can be utilized. The stand head 102 is configurable
to receive a bicycle frame and the stand foot 110 is config-
urable to make positive contact with a ground surface (FIG.
22). The stand head 102 and the stand foot 110 define aper-
tures 206 and 208 within their respective bases. The elastic
cord 108 is fastened to the apertures 206 and 208 and runs
through internal channels of the interlocking tubular seg-
ments 104 and 106. Because the elastic cord 108 is under
tension, it acts to urge the interlocking tubular segments 104
and 106 together to define an elongated rigid member (FIGS.
18 and 19). Opposing force to the tension of the elastic cord
108 can be applied to collapse the stand to a folded portable
form (FIGS. 10-12).

In other embodiments, the interlocking tubular segments
104 and 106 are coupled using an alternative mechanism,
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such as hinges or telescoping nested segments, which may or
may not include the elastic cord 108. In yet further embodi-
ments, the interlocking tubular segments 104 and 106 are
constructed from any material that is rigid and lightweight,
such as carbon fiber, fiberglass, titanium, or thin wall steel. In
further embodiments, the interlocking tubular segments 104
and 106 are shaped differently, such as triangular, oval,
square, or some other uniform or non-uniform shape.

FIGS. 3a, 3b, and 3¢ are a front, side, and top view, respec-
tively, of a stand head, in accordance with an embodiment of
the invention. FIG. 4 is an exploded front view a stand head,
in accordance with an embodiment of the invention. The
stand head 102 is configurable to being mounted to an end of
the interlocking tubular segments for receiving a bicycle
frame (FIG. 20). In one embodiment, the stand head 102
includes abase 406, a cradle 404, and a fastener 402. The base
406 is fashioned from an aluminum tent pole end-tip, such as
that provided for by EASTON TECHNICAL PRODUCTS of
Salt Lake City, Utah. The cradle 404 is fashioned from a large
nylon washer, such as that available from WASHERSUSA of
Black Mountain, N.C., which is cut, drilled, and countersunk.
The fastener 402 couples the cradle 404 to the base 406. The
stand head 102 may be alternatively constructed or shaped.

FIG. 5 are front views of various sized stand cradles for use
in a stand head, in accordance with an embodiment of the
invention. The preferred embodiment of the cradle 404 has an
inside diameter of 1.125" to 1.625" and a width of 0.375", but
other dimensions may be used.

FIGS. 6a to 6c¢ are front views of padded stand cradles for
use in a stand head, in accordance with an embodiment of the
invention. In one embodiment, the stand cradle 404 includes
a rubber coating 602 on its surface, such as LOCTITE
COLOR GUARD available from HENKEL of Disseldorf,
Germany. In another embodiment, rubber tubing 604 is dis-
posed on ends of the stand cradle 404. In yet a further embodi-
ment, the stand cradle 404 is lined on its inside surface with
silicone foam 606, such as that available from STOCKWELL
ELASTOMERICS, INC. of Philadelphia, Pa. The stand
cradle 404 may be padded differently or using alternative
methods.

FIGS. 7a to 7¢ are front views of various shaped stand
heads, in accordance with an embodiment of the invention. In
certain embodiments, the stand head defines shapes such as
concave, V-shaped, or L-shaped. The stand head can define
other alternative shapes to receive various bicycle frames.
FIGS. 8a and 85 are front views of single molded stand heads,
in accordance with an embodiment of the invention. In certain
embodiments, the stand head is molded from a single mate-
rial, such as nylon. The stand head can also be molded from
different materials. FIG. 9 is a front view of a stand head with
padding, in accordance with an embodiment of the invention.
In one embodiment, the stand head includes a one piece head
902 having rubber tubing 904 disposed on its cradle portion
for protecting a bicycle frame. The one piece head 902 can
include an alternative protective coating or the protective
coating can be omitted.

FIGS. 10-12 are side views of various collapsed stands, in
accordance with an embodiment of the invention. In certain
embodiments, the stands 1002, 1102, and 1202 include four,
five, or six interlocking tubular segments, respectively, to
provide for different collapsed stand lengths. The stand can
include fewer or greater numbers of interlocking tubular seg-
ments.

FIGS. 13a-13¢ are an exploded side view, a side view, and
a front view of a stand foot, respectively, in accordance with
an embodiment of the invention. In one embodiment, the
stand foot 110 includes a base 1302 and a tip 1304. The base
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1302 is fashioned from an aluminum tent pole end, such as
that provided by EASTON TECHNICAL PRODUCTS,
which is drilled and tapped. The tip 1304 is a rubber screw
bumper having a dome shape, such as that provided by
ASTRO-TEX of Plano, Tex., which is threadable into the
base 1302.

FIGS. 14a-c are an exploded side view, a side view, and of
a front view of a stand foot, in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the invention. In one embodiment, the stand foot 110
includes a base 1402 and a tip 1404. The base 1402 is fash-
ioned from an aluminum tent pole end, such as that provided
by EASTON TECHNICAL PRODUCTS, which is drilled.
The tip 1404 is a rubber bumper, such as that supplied by
ASTRO-TEX of Plano, Tex., which is pressed fitted into the
base 1402 and secured therein, such as by using adhesive,
such as LOCTITE 380 from HENKEL.

FIGS. 15a, 15b-17 are a side views of a various stand feet,
in accordance with an embodiment of the invention. In alter-
native embodiments, the stand foot can be molded from a
single material, such as nylon or aluminum. In other embodi-
ments, the stand foot can have a different shape for interfacing
with various terrains, such as a flat tip or a pointed tip. In yet
another embodiment, the stand foot 110 can include a shoul-
der 1602 for interfacing with sand or loose soil. In a further
embodiment the stand foot includes a replaceable tip 1702
that removably couples to a base 1704.

FIGS. 18 and 19 are side views of an extended stand, in
accordance with an embodiment of the invention. In one
embodiment, the extended stand 1802 includes an elongated
rigid member having a stand head on one end for receiving a
bicycle frame and a stand foot on the other end for interfacing
with a ground surface. The extended stand 1802 is collapsible
by separating and folding its interlocking tubular segments
(FIGS. 10-12).

FIGS. 20-21 are side and top views of a parking brake band
for securing a bicycle brake, in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the invention. In one embodiment, a parking brake
band 2004 pinches a brake lever 2002 against a handle bar
2006 of a bicycle to engage the bicycle brake. Engagement of
the bicycle brake facilitates stabilized and secure use of the
stand. The parking brake band 2004 is constructed from a 4"
bungee cord 2104, which is looped and fastened at its ends
using a cord lock 2102. The bungee cord 2104 can be different
widths, materials, or can be alternatively fastened. Also, the
parking brake band 2004 can be supplemented or replaced
with an alternative securing mechanism or can be omitted.

FIG. 22 is a perspective view of a stand supporting a
bicycle, in accordance with an embodiment of the invention.
In one embodiment, the extended stand 1802 supports a
bicycle 2202 against a ground surface using a stand head that
contacts the bicycle 2202 above its center of gravity, such as
where a top tube joins a seat tube, under a saddle, or where a
top tube joins a head tube. Weight from the bicycle 2202
secures the extended stand 1802 in place, which in turn sup-
ports the bicycle 2202. With a little adaptation some unusu-
ally configured bicycles can make use of the stand, such as
recumbent and step-through bicycles, tandems, and triplets.
Also, objects other than bicycles that need to be supported can
use this stand, such as a backpack fishing pole or a camera
monopod.

While preferred and alternate embodiments of the inven-
tion have been illustrated and described, as noted above,
many changes can be made without departing from the spirit
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and scope of the invention. Accordingly, the scope of the
invention is not limited by the disclosure of these preferred
and alternate embodiments. Instead, the invention should be
determined entirely by reference to the claims that follow.

I claim:

1. A stand system for supporting a bicycle in a stationary
position comprising:

a plurality of separable segments tensionally biased to

define an elongated member having an internal channel;
an interchangeable stand cradle positioned at one end of
the elongated member;

a stand foot positioned at another end of the elongated

member; and

a parking brake band independent from the plurality of

separable segments and configured to secure a bicycle
brake in an engaged position.

2. The stand system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of
separable segments are removably interlockable.

3. The stand system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of
separable segments are tensionally biased by an elastic cord.

4. The stand system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of
separable segments are composed of aluminium.

5. The stand system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of
separable segments have a diameter of between 0.025 inches
and 0.433 inches.

6. The stand system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of
separable segments are interlockable in any rotational align-
ment.

7. The stand system of claim 1, wherein the stand cradle has
a concave recess.

8. The stand system of claim 1, wherein the stand cradle has
a diameter of between 1.125 inches and 1.625 inches.

9. The stand system of claim 1, wherein the stand cradle is
rotatable about a longitudinal center axis of the elongated
member.

10. The stand system of claim 1, wherein the stand cradle
has a rubber coating.

11. The stand system of'claim 1, wherein the stand cradle is
lined at least partially with foam.

12. The stand system of claim 1, wherein the stand foot
includes a rounded post.

13. The stand system of claim 1, wherein the stand foot
includes a shoulder.

14. The stand system of claim 1, wherein the stand food is
interchangeable.

15. The stand system of claim 1, wherein the stand foot is
rotatable about a longitudinal center axis of the elongated
member.

16. A stand system for supporting a bicycle in a stationary
position comprising:

a plurality of separable segments tensionally biased to

define an elongate member having an internal channel;

a stand cradle positioned at one end of the elongated mem-

ber;

an interchangeable stand foot positioned at another end of

the elongated member; and

a parking brake band independent from the plurality of

separable segments and configured to secure a bicycle
brake in an engaged position.
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